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Knowledge of Panchayati Rg |ngtitution members
regarding NRLM scheme

l Namita Shuklaand Kiranjot Sidhu

SUMMARY : Poverty isasocial problem where a section of society is unable to meet even the basic
needs (food, clothes, shelter, education etc) of life. Therefore, the Government of Indialaunched the
National Rural LivelihoodsMissionin 2010. It aimsto reach out to poor families, link themto sustainable
livelihoods opportunities and hel p them to come out of poverty. Panchayati Rgj I nstitutions are expected
to play an important role in implementing and monitoring various developmental programmes. Soitis
necessary to ascertain the knowledge of PRI members about NRLM scheme and their role performance
in implementation and monitoring of NRLM scheme. Descriptive research design was used and data
was collected from two blocks each of four districts of Punjab state. Forty elected Zilla Parishad
members, forty eight Panchayat Samiti members and ninety six Gram Panchayat memberswere selected
from twenty four villages. Data collected through self-structured interview schedule was al so analyzed
using frequency, percentage, mean score and one way ANOVA. It reveal ed that mgjority of PRI members
were not knowledgeabl e about different aspects of the NRLM scheme. More percentage of ZillaParishad
than Panchayat Samiti and Gram Panchayat were knowledgeabl e about their expected roles. Mgjority of
the Zilla Parishad members who were knowl edgeabl e about their expected roleswere performing their
roles. Thus, the extent of actual role performance by Zilla Parishad members under the scheme was
more than those of other levels.
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